


Visions of Arcadia:
A Centennial Anthology

The year was 1903.

Orville and Wilbur Wright made avia-
tion history with their first flight at Kitty
Hawk, North Carolina. Henry Ford began
selling the Model T for $850. Marie Curie
received a Nobel Prize in physics. The
Boston Red Sox beat the Pittsburgh Pirates in
baseball’s first World Series. And, on August
5, the City of Arcadia was born.

This anthology is a collection of reflec-
tions, remembrances, recollections, a few
photographs and probably more than a few
myths by and about Arcadians over its first
one hundred years. It documents the life of a
hometown from the perspective of those who
were able to see, hear, touch, and even taste
many of its bountiful offerings.

As you navigate the chapters of this
book, you will read about chicken ranches,
walnut trees, and sweet corn. You will visit a
balloon school, pony express museum,
assembly center, arboretum, and racetrack.
You will dine at long-gone eateries. You will
hop on a Red Car, ride a horse, fly in a B-29,
visit a movie set, rush to the emergency room,
and learn to drive in Santa Anita’s vast park-
ing lot. You will see the 210 Freeway come
and Anoakia go.

You will experience the excitement of a
police chase, the thrill of playing with the
Apache marching band, the fear of a hillside
fire, the confusion of a new language, and the
anguish of being interned in your own coun-
try. You will be inspired by the care, concern,
tolerance, and optimism displayed by
Arcadians old and new; and frustrated by
occasional acts of apathy, selfishness, and
ignorance. You will see Fourth of July fire-
works explode in the sky, hear peacocks
scream, touch snow on a sunny winter after-
noon, and even taste Armenian paklava. You
will meet individuals who have made a real
difference: volunteers, educators, doctors,
community leaders, and civil servants; and

join civic organizations that continue to serve
those in need.

Since 1903, good folks doing good
deeds have been the heart and soul of
Arcadia. This anthology celebrates a beauti-
ful and dynamic city, and honors the many
acts of civic virtue that Arcadians continue to
perform on a daily basis.

About the Editor

Gary A. Kovacic has lived in Arcadia
since 1952. He is a graduate of Arcadia High
School (Class of 1969) and a former member
of the Arcadia Planning Commission. He is
currently serving his second term on the
Arcadia City Council (1996 to 2006). He was
mayor of Arcadia in 1998-1999 and 2000-
2001, and is one of the Centennial Mayors in
2003. He is also a trustee of the Arcadia
Educational Foundation and a volunteer
coach of Arcadia High School’s Constitution
Team.

When not editing essays, Gary prac-
tices eminent domain and land use law in Los
Angeles. Gary and his wife Barb have two
children (daughter Kelly and son Casey) and
live in the Village area of Arcadia.

Cover credits: Front and back cover
post cards from the collection of Doris and
Jerry Selmer, and the Arcadia Public Library
History Collection. City seals from the City
of Arcadia.
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Visions of Arcadia: A Centennial Anthology

Sixteen of the twenty living mayors of Arcadia at the Centennial Recognition Dinner
held at the Arcadia Community Center on January 18, 2003.
Courtesy of Cindy Flores
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Centennial banners hanging over the entrance of the Arcadia City Council Chambers
in 2003. Over 430 banners were purchased by Arcadia residents and businesses with
the proceeds funding Centennial activities. The banners, which feature the sponsor’s
name, were hung on street light poles throughout the city for the entire year.

Terry Miller Collection
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